
The Rt Hon Sir Keir Starmer MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 
Via email 
 
15 August 2025 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
Re: UK Government’s Position on the Ongoing Crisis in Gaza 
 
We, the undersigned Members of Parliament, Members of the Northern Ireland 
Assembly, the Scottish Parliament, and Senedd Cymru write to you united in our deep 
concern and opposition to your government’s ongoing support for the actions of the 
Israeli government in Gaza. 
 
The humanitarian catastrophe unfolding in Gaza is both man-made and avoidable. It is 
characterised not only by relentless bombardment and destruction, but by the 
deliberate creation of conditions that are starving a civilian population. The blocking of 
food, water, and medical supplies has precipitated what UN agencies and 
humanitarian experts describe as a man-made famine; one that is rapidly claiming lives 
and inflicting irreparable harm on an already traumatised population. 
 
The toll on children is especially harrowing. Independent reports confirm that 
thousands of innocent children have been killed in the violence, with many more 
maimed, orphaned, or suffering from severe malnutrition and disease. This systematic 
targeting of civilian life and infrastructure, coupled with the denial of humanitarian 
access, stands in direct violation of international humanitarian law and the Genocide 
Convention. 
 
We also condemn, unequivocally the recent murder of Al Jazeera journalists in Gaza. 
The deliberate targeting and reckless endangerment of journalists is a grave violation of 
international law and an attack on truth itself. Journalists in Gaza have shown 
extraordinary courage in bearing witness to unimaginable suffering, often at immense 
personal risk. Their work is essential to global understanding and accountability. 
 
We further affirm that the right to peaceful protest, including against government policy 
on Gaza, is a cornerstone of any free and democratic society. Attempts to restrict, 
criminalise, or delegitimise such protests undermine fundamental civil liberties and 
silence the very public conscience that has historically driven positive change. 
 
 
We condemn, without reservation, the actions of Hamas and the horrific attacks 
carried out on 7 October, including the killing of civilians and the taking of hostages. 



Such acts are indefensible and must never be repeated. We support all legitimate 
diplomatic efforts to secure the safe and unconditional return of every hostage to their 
families. 
 
We note your stated September deadline for reassessing the UK’s position. Given the 
urgency of the crisis, this is far too late. Every day of delay means more children starve, 
more families are torn apart, and more lives are lost. You must act now. The UK cannot 
be complicit in prolonging this tragedy. 
 
As a signatory to the Genocide Convention, the United Kingdom has a binding 
obligation to prevent acts that may amount to genocide and to ensure accountability for 
those responsible. Continued political, diplomatic, and military support to a 
government accused of committing such acts is not only morally indefensible but risks 
placing the UK in breach of its international legal duties. 
 
We call upon you to: 
 

1. Recall parliament to impose immediate sanctions on Israel 
2. Support a ceasefire and meaningful diplomatic intervention to protect civilians 

and secure a just, lasting peace. 
3. Immediately end all arms sales to Israel 
4. Back independent, international investigations into alleged war crimes, crimes 

against humanity, and acts of genocide in Gaza. 
5. Use the UK’s diplomatic influence to press for the unimpeded delivery of food, 

water, medicine, and humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza. 
 

The UK’s moral standing and commitment to human rights will be measured by its 
response to this crisis. We urge you to act decisively by standing against the man-made 
famine, the mass killing of children, and the broader assault on civilian life. History will 
remember whether we chose to remain silent or to stand on the side of humanity. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Claire Hanna MP, SDLP Leader 
Matthew O’Toole MLA, SDLP Opposition Leader in the NI Assembly   
Michelle O’Neill MLA, Sinn Fein Vice President 
Naomi Long MLA, Alliance Party Leader 
Gerry Carroll MLA, People Before Profit Leader 
 
 
Rt Hon. Stephen Flynn MP, SNP Westminster Leader 
Stuart McMillian MSP, Convener of the Holyrood SNP Group  
Lorna Slater MSP, Co-leader of Scottish Greens 
Rt Hon. Alistair Carmichael MP, Scottish Liberal Democrats 
 
Rhun ap Iorwerth MS, Plaid Cymru Leader 



Rt Hon. Liz Saville Roberts MP, Plaid Cymru Westminster Group Leader 
 


